2011 Party in SJ Merc

In today's (Fri, 8/3/01) San Jose Mercury News, there is an item on the 2011 Party.  Peter Delevett, the author of the must-read Wiretap column, penned the story. 

The online version is at:

http://www.siliconvalley.com/docs/opinion/wiretap/pd080301.htm
(note: there is a picture in the print version)

Wiretap: Party like it's 2011

By Peter Delevett

Mercury News

Mark your calendars: there's gonna be a big party on the Golden Gate Bridge on November 11.

   November 11, 2011, that is.

   Master networker Auren Hoffman, who runs the popular Silicon Forum discussion series, cooked up the idea at 3 a.m during a recent bout of insomnia. ""I really wanted to put an event together for 2010, but I was just feeling too rushed,'' he jokes.

   Actually, Hoffman was intrigued by the symmetry of the date: 11/11/11.  According to the invitation he e-mailed to thousands of friends, the party will begin at 11:11 a.m. and last until 11:11 that night. 

   Sounds like a sort of half-baked idea - but Hoffman has already gotten just shy of 2,000 RSVPs via the Evite online event-planning service.

   ""I have a meeting, but I'll try to stop by,'' invitee Anthony Lowenstein deadpanned on the Evite site. Quipped fellow party-goer Steve Weiss: ""If I'm married, I'll bring my wife and kid. If I'm dead, I'll need two people to dig me up and wheel my corpse to the bridge.''

   Hoffman admits he has no idea if any of those responding actually will show up. He also admits he hasn't quite nailed down permission to close the Golden Gate, where the invitation promises the party will be held.

   ""But I figure I'll have plenty of time,'' he says.

   ""The thing about Auren is, he's the type of person who makes stuff happen,'' says venture capitalist Neil Weintraut, co-founder of  21st Century Venture Partners in San Francisco.

   Weintraut says Silicon Forum, a lunchtime klatch held in Palo Alto where a rotating cast of entrepreneurs and VCs meet to discuss hot issues, came into being ""because of Auren's sheer willpower.'' Since its launch in 1998, the forum has featured the likes of Exodus Communications Chief Executive Ellen Hancock, Google Chairman Eric Schmidt and former U.S. Rep. Tom Campbell.

   Hoffman says he's already heard from people in New York and elsewhere who might start their own 11/11 parties. He dreams of the idea taking off virally - a sort of nationwide time capsule or class reunion.

   Who knows: maybe by 2011, the dot-commers on Hoffman's invite list will see their share prices recover.

